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District Newsletter  
THE RACE IS ON! 
 
First I would like to acknowledge the work that has been accomplished in preparation for 
the school year and express my appreciation to those who step forward and solve 
problems, go the extra mile to help out, and always put kids first. Hold your heads up 
high, you are the backbone of the school district. Now the gate has dropped and we have 
begun the start of a new year! At first glance the track may appear too difficult to navigate 
due to the obstacles that must be overcome. Relax and take one step at a time, nobody is 
running alone. Together we will be successful. Some of our staff are undoubtedly 
awaiting the opportunity to exercise their skills to empower the most challenging student 
to grow as a person and discover their individual potential; while others may be 
questioning what they signed up for and be looking for the nearest off ramp. Hang in 
there! Although the terrain before us may change, our mission and values will remain the 
same. Public education is not for the faint at heart. The race to the top may have proved 
to be a path filled with false peaks and an unrealistic destination. However, I would agree 
with Earnest Hemmingway and others that believe that the journey itself is often times 
more significant than the destination. My point is not to forget to enjoy the ride and learn 
along the way. 
 
News: (Environment, Academics, Extension) 
 
Enrollment:     
The 2014-15 initial student enrollment is down by approximately 20 students overall, 13 
in the elementary school and 7 in the junior high school. The majority of our funding is 
based on student enrollment that is determined by averaging three counts during the 
year. Official counts take place in October, December, and February. If enrollment 
remains down the district will realize a loss of approximately $100,000 in revenue the 
following year. This estimated loss has no impact on our current school year, but will 
have a significant impact next year. 
 
Substitute Training: 
 The Northwest Curriculum COOP will be conducting a substitute training in Thompson 
Falls September 15th. The training is being advertised on the school website. Please 
contact Mrs. Wilson or Mrs. Hedahl for information.  
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Assessment: 
Data driven decision making is part of today’s educational environment. Often times it 
seems the world is obsessed with reducing everything to quantitative data. Educators 
know there is much more to a student than their standardized test scores. The test 
provides one piece of a complex puzzle. It takes the time and expertise of a professional 
educator to evaluate the test results and determine what useful information has been 
gained from the test and how it fits into the student’s education. We must take the time to 
evaluate the piece, see how it fits, and make the necessary adjustments, otherwise we 
should not dump the pieces out of the box. Assessment data has many important uses 
including communicating how our classroom, school, and district are progressing to the 
state and our local constituents. Following is a list of 2014-15 standardized assessments.   

2014-2015 STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 

Assessment Window Assessment Grades 

December 3, 2014-January 28, 2015 English Language Proficiency K-12 

February 17, 2015 - March 24, 2015 CRT-Alternate Science 4, 8, 
and 10 

March 3, 2015, - March 24, 2015 CRT Science 4, 8, 
and 10 

April 28, 2015 (Initial Test Date) ACT Plus Writing for Public School Students 11 

April 28, 2015-May 12, 2015 
(Accommodations Window) 

ACT Plus Writing for Public School Students 11 

May 12, 2015 (Makeup Day) ACT Plus Writing for Public School Students 11 

March – May, 2015 – Dates TBA Smarter English Language Arts and Math 3-8, 11

Spring 2015 – Dates TBA NCSC Alternate English Language Arts and Math 3-8, 11
 
DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM:  
The next meeting will be held on September 15th at 6:00 p.m. in room 18 at the high 
school, dinner will be provided. This year the DLT will be focused on developing action 
plans for realizing the districts goals and objectives. We will also be discussing strategic 
planning for the district. If you have ideas you would like to share please contact an 
administrator, team member, or come to the meeting.    

Quote of the Month:  
 
Education is not the means of showing people how to get what they want. Education is an exercise 
by means of which enough men, it is hoped, will learn to want what is worth having. 
-- Quote by Ronald Reagan 


